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ROAD SAFETY COMMISSIONER — KIM PAPALIA 

235. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s comments yesterday that the Road Safety Commissioner, Kim Papalia, elected to depart of 
his own accord because he was unhappy with the machinery of government. I also note Gary Adshead’s comments 
on 6PR this morning that he believes that the director general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Darren 
Foster, contacted Mr Papalia late on Thursday night or Friday. What was the nature of that conversation or is the 
Premier again saying that Gary Adshead got it completely wrong? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Just to clarify, yesterday Mr Kim Papalia decided that he would no longer continue as the head of the Road Safety 
Commission. I learnt about that at a press conference when an ABC journalist read out some breaking news from 
her phone to me. I have subsequently learnt since yesterday morning that for some weeks Mr Papalia had been in 
discussions or at least indicated his intention to various people in the public sector that he was going to leave that 
position. To be honest, I learnt about it only yesterday. What I said yesterday was entirely true. That is the course 
of events. The reason he indicated his intention to leave for some weeks was that he was unhappy with the merging 
of the Road Safety Commission’s back-office functions with police. He indicated that he did not want to go back 
into an organisation of that nature. The Leader of the Opposition’s imputation that Mr Papalia has departed is 
wrong; he is still in the public sector. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am more than happy to answer the Leader of the Opposition’s question. 

I understand that the acting director general spoke to Mr Papalia on Thursday evening. The reason he spoke to 
Mr Papalia was that a rumour had circulated that Mr Papalia had written to the Leader of the Opposition and was 
intending to injunct the documents being released to the Langoulant inquiry into various dealings concerning 
Western Force and the sponsorship arrangement with the Road Safety Commission. The acting director general 
rang to find out whether this was true and on what basis a public servant was seeking to injunct the release of 
government documents to an independent inquiry. That was the cause of that phone call. It is more than reasonable 
that the head of Premier and Cabinet might want to find out what a public servant is up to. That is the basis of all 
that. 

The fact that this issue is around and the Leader of the Opposition is not in favour of the release of that information 
indicates to me that he has something to hide; otherwise, why would he not want the information released? It turns 
out, according to my understanding, that the documents in question did not go to cabinet. It would be my view that 
those documents should be released to the Langoulant inquiry. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Hold on. Did the Leader of the Opposition not write back to Mr Papalia to indicate that the 
documents should not be released? Is that true? 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Is that not true? Dr Nahan is the Leader of the Opposition, not the member for Scarborough. 
She did not have the courage, remember. Did the Leader of the Opposition write back? He wrote back to say that 
he did not want the documents released. Why would he not want those documents released? We have another 
pretender to the Leader of the Opposition’s job down the back. The dark horse is coming through down the back.  

The decision to sign up the sponsorship — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I call you both to order. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The decision to release the funding for the Western Force sponsorship deal was made on 30 
January and announced on 31 January. The government went into caretaker mode on 1 February. It was decided 
basically one day before the government went into caretaker mode, and it did not go to cabinet. According to the 
Treasurer, Treasury has indicated that the entire deal was a farce. Why did this happen? That is what the 
Langoulant inquiry needs to get to the bottom of, and that is what the Leader of the Opposition is trying to run 
away from, my friend. 
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